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You have an excellent idea for  
a new golf course. 
 

Or your existing course needs 

an upgrade. You wish to have 

a top-level golf course, full of 

challenges for various skill levels, 

possibly including professional 

golf players. A course in perfect 

playing condition throughout the 

year for leisure and recreation. 

The creative and technical 

quality of my design is what 

makes the difference compared 

to other golf course architects.

Whatever your ambitions might be, realizing 

them requires seamless coordination 

between multiple professional disciplines. 

Alan Rijks is a specialized golf course 

architecture firm recognized by the EIGCA*. 

We will design the golf course of your dreams 

and ensure smooth cooperation between 

the required disciplines throughout  

the project. We manage your golf course 

project from A to Z – from the inventory  

of your wishes to your very first swing  

on your spectacular new golf course!

With a portfolio containing more than  

65 unique projects in the Netherlands and  

all across the world, some 28 years  

of experience and several environmental 

awards, Alan Rijks Golf Design is your 

expert, creative and reliable partner in  

the realization of your golf course. 

 

Texel ‘Links’ Course (18 holes) Rijk van Nunspeet (27 holes)

*  EIGCA 
European Institure of Golf Architects,  
www.eigca.org



Layout Plan

Layout plan: preferences  

and possibilities

At the beginning of your project, we 

inventory preferences and requirements, 

possibilities and impossibilities. To that 

end, we collect information about zoning 

plans, surface area, permits. We survey 

the subsoil and location of the terrain, 

and the environmental aspects that we 

need to take into account with a view to 

Golf Environmental Organisations (GEO) 

certification following completion.

We also examine the surroundings. How  

will your golf course fit into the overall 

landscape? What will or can it mean for 

local residents? How do the municipal  

and provincial governments feel about it? 

There are numerous such aspects that  

may influence the design process of your 

golf course.

Based on the information we collect, we 

develop a layout plan. This is a rough map 

with which to elaborate the next steps in  

your project. Based on this plan, we confer 

with you to determine which of your 

ambitions are feasible, and which are not.

  

Step-by-step plan

We follow the following step-by-step plan  

to create your golf course: 

1. Inventory of preferences and possibilities 

• Zoning plans and permits

• Soil, environmental and other surveys

Result A rough layout with which to proceed.

2. Designing the first sketch 

• Various design proposals for terrain layout  

and positioning of buildings

• Determining the ambiance of the course  

Result Design choices and identity characteristics.  

3. Master Plan

• A description of the chosen preliminary designs  

for terrain layout and ambiance

• A list of preferences and conditions

Result A document for external negotiations/permit applications

4. Final design 

• Final design of terrain and appropriate architecture

• Detailed design: drawings of components

Result The final plans, finished and ready for implementation

5. Execution 

• Supervision, on-site monitoring and expert advice

Result Your golf course or golf resort!

Rijk van Nijmegen (45 holes)



 

 Designing the first sketch 

Based on the rough layout plan, we develop 

a number of design proposals for you to 

choose from. These relate to the identity  

of your course: overall ambiance, style,  

and the positioning of buildings. It also 

includes aspects relating to the game:  

the number of holes and routing of the golf 

course. Your choices, together with our 

knowledge and skill, eventually produce 

a preferred design with a toolbox of style 

characteristics, which we then elaborate 

into a Master Plan. 

Master Plan 

Master Plan 

From the previous layout plan, we work 

towards the Master Plan. 

The Master Plan is a document with 

detailed information about your golf 

course. It contains the chosen ambiance 

characteristics, terrain layout and 

positioning plans for the buildings (if any). 

It also presents a list of preferences, 

conditions and possibilities. 

In short, the Master Plan is a crucial 

document in the procedures run by  

various organizations, in the agreements 

entered into with stakeholders, and with 

respect to building support among, for 

example, local residents.
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Final design

Elaboration and execution of plan 

Once approval has been obtained from the various 

relevant organizations, we work out the Master Plan to  

create a Final design. As we do so, we also refine  

the plans for the sub-elements, such as greens, bunkers,  

water bodies and fringe areas, down to every detail.

With this Final design, the construction of your golf 

course can begin. The golf course architect regularly 

visits the construction site to offer supervision and 

expert advice, ensuring that your dream golf course is 

realized perfectly and without delays.

 
Golfcentrum amsteldijk  biggest practicecenter in Europe



Short par 3 courses

Recently, short par 3 / 4 courses are 

particularly popular among golfers who are  

short on free time, as well as for the starting  

young players or golfers who for various 

reasons are not able to walk the full length 

of 9 or 18-hole courses but still wish 

to play golf. The new short par 3 courses 

can be incredibly beautiful and challenging, 

with all the aspects of an adult golf course. 

They do not require a large surface area – 

some 4 to 9 hectares are enough for us to 

realize one of these courses for you.

Golfcenter Seve
One of my first par 3 projects was in the centre of Rotterdam, which is now known as Golfcenter Seve. In recent years, 8 similar projects have been built in  the Netherlands.

Golfcenter Amsteldijk Amstelveen



Golf Resorts

Golf resort projects generally combine golf with 

(recreational) accommodation. In addition to a golf 

course architect, this requires input from, for example, 

a landscape designer and an urban development 

designer. Broadly speaking, resort projects follow the 

same step-by-step plan as golf courses, although 

the procedures relating to the local context are more 

complicated. 

Safety plays a major role in such larger projects.  

The houses often have splendid views and offer  

the opportunity to live in natural surroundings.



Renovation

If your golf course has been in use for 

several years, you can invite Alan Rijks to 

assess whether it is still up to date. As golf 

clubs become more professional, many golf 

course bunkers are poorly placed. Another 

thing we often see are golf courses that 

have been built on a lower budget, but 

that the owners wish to add challenges for 

members and greenfee players.

Modifying your golf course may mean 

the introduction of more flora and fauna 

elements. This turns golf courses into small 

nature reserves, where nature and golf  

go hand in hand. The Golf Environmental 

Organisations (GEO) certificate is  

an important aspect here. On one hand,  

it reduces fertilization expenses; on the other,  

it also entails restrictions with regard to  

sprinkling. By making accurate adjustments,  

there is much we can achieve before  

the law takes effect.

 

Rijk van Nijmegen

45 holes

The Nijmeegse Baan golf 

course at Rijk van Nijmegen 

under renovation. Rijk van Nijmegen

holes 3 Nijmeegse Baan

Golfbaan ‘Het Rijk van Sybrook’, 

new waterfront by hole Zuid-2



Alan Rijks  
Golf Course Design

We design and realize golf courses, 

separately or as part of golf resorts, both 

nationally and internationally. Unique 

terrains that are often accessible for  

the largest part of the year, and which offer 

a highly enjoyable experience with plenty 

of challenges for advanced players. All  

our golf courses meet the standards  

of the International Golf Federation of  

St Andrews.

From the very first meeting, followed by our 

research and creative designs, all the way 

to your very first game on your new golf 

course: we are constantly involved in  

the realization of your course. This means 

that we supervise the entire project in  

an efficient and plan-based manner, and 

that we are on-site to strictly monitor  

the execution. This way, you can rest 

assured that the Final design is executed 

flawlessly. By working with various 

environmental organizations, in recent years  

we have mainly designed so-called ‘real  

estates’, in which existing natural elements 

are given an important place in the design.  

This development has won us an environ-

mental award from the national government 

for our success in blending the Gaasterland 

golf course into the surrounding environ-

mental structure.

Alan Rijks is a senior member of the European 

Institute of Golf Course Architects (EIGCA). 

He completed his studies in Landscape 

Architecture at Erasmus University College 

in Brussels, Belgium. In the thirty years since  

then, he has designed and built more than 

65 unique projects, both in the Netherlands 

and internationally, under a wide variety  

of conditions.

The Duke

hole nr 11 par 3

Nieuwegeinse Golfclub 9 holes

EIGCA 

European Institure of Golf Architects, 

Alan Rijks is Senior Member
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